Thi= ediinrial prge of
‘Wel Dunds” of 27 June
1975 was like any othes
day. exrepl that the
apace for editorial woas
lefi blank. The edilaial
was “cendored” sing
CINEFPENCY POWETs

Many other newspapers
itl=ny cmrried such bhlank
spaccs-somelimes

to protest against
emergency. Later, lesving
hlank space was also
hanned.

It thes chapter. ..

We have seen in the last chapter that the Congress racoverad aller
1871, but was nol the same Kind of party. The diffsrence becams
glear in g senes of events between 1973 and 1975 that broughl new
challenges to Intha s democratic politics and the institutional balancs
sought by the Constitution. Thase developmants led Lo the imposition of
‘emergency In Juns 1975 Normally, we would associate ‘emergericy
with war ard agorzssion or with natural disaster. Bul this 'emsrasricy
was Imposed because of the pereeived threal of infernal disturbancs
The Emergency snded as dramalically 35 it hadl begun. rasulling in 5
defzat of the Congress In the Lok Szbha slections of 1977

In thiz chapter we focus on this crucial phase inthe history of democtacy
in India and ask some questons that have remalned controversial gfer
sl these years

Why was Emetasticy wipesed? Was il netessany?
What aid the impesifion of Emeargency mean in praclice?

Whal were the consaguences of Emergency on party politics?

Vwhat are the lessons of Emargency for Indian demotracy?



6
THE CRISIS OF
DEMOCRATIC ORDER

Bﬂfkﬂmﬂﬂd to Encergency

W hisve alresdy studed the changes ) were laking place m lndisn
politics sinee 1967, Indima Gandhi bad cmeneed as & towering lesder
with tromendous popalarily, This was also the perod when party
eompelition becams hitler and polansed. This period also wilnessed
torsions i the relationshi p belween the govermanenlt aad Vhe padienary
Thie, Suprime Coard (ousd many imiaatives ol Ue @overmment (o be
violative ol the Constilation. The Congress. parly took the postipn
thuat this stamd ol the Court wos agaimst principles of demovrsey
aid parbamentary supremacy. The Congress alseo alloged that the
Cour] wits geomscrvalive instilation god 10 wis begoimind an obstiacle
in the way of impHemonting pro-poor wollare. programmes.  The
parties opposcd (o the Congress (el thal polites wes becoming oo
prososiised and that governmental autherily was being converied
innto persomisl suthooty, The spht s the Congress himl sharpened the
divisivas beiween Iidins: Gandbt and heropponenis

Economic context

In the clectivns of 1971, Congress had given the slagan
of garibi haotao fremove poverty). However: the soeial g
ceonomic comdition n the coonlry did ool mprove much
alter 197 -T2, The Bangladesh erisis had gt g heavy strain
an Indin’s cconomy, Abont cight milfion people crossed
over the Eas) Pakistan border into Indix, This was (ollowed
by warwille Pakistim:  Afler (berwar:ihe LS gwernimen|
stapped all ail 1o india. o the isternational markel. oil
prievs increased monifold dunng this perind. This led 1o
an ail-rovng  jnerease i prices of commoditios,  Prices
irrreastd by 23 per eembin 19738 aned 30 por oot i 197
Soch a high level of mnflation caused mneh hordship 1o
the people.

okt Al

frhustrinl growth o was low and ommnployvmond,. was
viry chigh, particolardy o the toral arcas:  In order 1o
vechucny  expenditure e govermoment [roee e salarics

of | jis omploviss This coused Dorther dissapisiaoion -r ) )
: i Hest we Can

anong govermpent emplovees. Monsoons [ailed in 1872-

1973, This resulied i & sharp doeline o agncoltaral OF 45 MIB?&_M
prodoctivily, Food groie mapot declined by 8 per com &WM
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Theri wies b general stinosphere of dissatistaction witl the pitvailiibe
cconoimie silustlen all over the codntry. In such U conlexl nuon-
Congross opposiilon partlcs woere able o arganise popular prolesis
clectvely. Hustonees of stodenis’ urivests int ol persksied from
thit lale 19604 became morfe propouticed [ hils pedjod. Thero was
alsiv A eredss fn the sedvities ol Marxist groaps whio did nol
belcve in parlimentury polites. These groups: hod token bo arais
and insurgent (echnlgues Jor the overilirow of the caplialist grder
and the established politenl svsteti. Known as the Marxis|-Limingst
[now Maoisi) groups of Noasallles, ey weris purticularly sirong in
Wiest Berngal, where (e Slale government look-sldnienl heasures Lo
suppriess hem.

Gujarat and Bihar movements

Stadents” prolests in Gujarul und Bihore, hoth of which wiere Congiress
ruled States, fnd i reaching gl on the polities of (88 lwo Stales
untd pational polithes,  In Junuary 1974 students in' Gujaral stacied
un agitation ngduinst r.r-tm.l, prll'r-s ol Tl gru.hm tonhkini oll ool
other esseiitis] comnmnodilivs, wod ituinst l'{!-l't"Ll.Fth!l in high plices,

The siudeits” proli=sg wits joitied by major dpposition poartivs aned
Hecame widesproad Teading (o (he imptshion ol President’s cale in le
stile, The oppositlen partics demanded frosh cleclions (o (e stale
teslelulure, Morurl Besal, o promifient leader of Congress [0}, whi
wa= thie muin oval of Tndicg Gandbi whien e was in (he Congress,

“ announecd e would g0 Gn an tndefinlie fost ] fesh electlons
) were ool haldl in the Sute, Tinder Intense pressure from stadents,
oot Sosdurtucito supporitd by the opplsiion political partles, assombly clectlons
W o R, R delhas were Beld in Gojasil in June 1975, The Congress was defealed in
Basmarn, i [Velih Tetal this vleelion. ;
STt A 18 I Murch 18978 gtudents camme legether in Biur 1o prolest aguinst
fustsire betonaye te ses] rising prices. (0ol acarcity, unemployment and cofrupton.  Aller
i podnl ity (nviled Javaprakash Narwvan WP who lud given up
ative polithes anid was involvad in soctal work, Lo lead (he stadent
A atowi=n o the Brhar |11n*.‘1.1um1.1l.. He nevopled I on iHe condifjon that the movermenl will
mhciieridHL YETY renntin non-violent and will nol Tl
fisch o Hibar, Thus the studenis’

movemenl  assuamed o pobibieil ‘
Fhamwd ned el il ‘
Churnu oo Y = !m]l ppen s

People from all walks ol lile now

culeret] the movement,  Javoprikash Tnatla ir inaiew
Nurmyan demunded the dismissal of ”

the Congress  govermment  in Bibiare
untd e o oall Jor lown] revoludlin
in the speinll economnie and pollticil |
LS - : i W A sl ron: by
spheres in order o eslablish wht hbe B - vl P e
considered o be lrue demoeriey, A ongress 1974

Srpfee o bdineths gelirnos, drd s1pfloes
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The moviagenl was beplming '
Ll o ol logind politiés. Juvaprakasiy
Natavin wonléd o spread the Bihor
movenerl Lo Cother  poerfls ol A
counbiy. Alonuside e aolLifen Ted by
Juvaprakash Norayatn, (he'etiiplovees ol
e Rollways sive w el Tor o rnl lonwide
siifhe. This threaleged o paralyse (e
countiv. I 1975, JP led a4  pedpley”
manch o the Parliomenl This wies ofic
ol e lerges) pollidieal rallles cver Jweld
I Al capitsl, He wos now supportiod
by the non-Congress opposiUon piurlles
Hhe e BharuUvis Joans Saidh. i
Congitss (O), the Bharstlvi Lok Dl
the Stefellsi Party und others: Thesc
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piriles wore projecting JI* as an altemmative o Indlra Ganidlyl. Hewever.
thero wire many erjlicisms aboul Dds (deas ad aboul e pollies ol
sk apllotlons Hthal e was emploving. Bath the Gujoardl srd Bilwr
apllbtlors werte seed) vs anti-Conpress and ralbier Toen opposing e
Slule govertitherils, they were seen as prolesls agadhist (he leadership
ol Tirdirn GoogsdBll She Déloved thatl e movemienil wiss molivaled by
poersondl opposition to her.

Railway Strike of 1974

What would happsn when the raftways stop running? Not for ons or
twa days: bul for more than a wesk? Cf course. many people would be
inconvenienced: but mora than thal the economny of tha country would
come to a halt because goods aretransported from one pan to another
by trains.

Do you know that such a thing actually happened in 15747 The MNatronal
Coordination. Committee for Hailwayman's Struggle led by Georgs
Fermandes gave a call for nationwida striks by all employess of the
Rallways: for pressing their demands refated to bonus -and servics
conditions: The government was oppcsad 1o these demands: So the
smployses of India's largest public sactar undertaking went on a shiikein
Way 1974 Thestrika by the Railway employzes added to the atmesphars
of labour unrest 1t alsa raised issues lika rights of the workersand whether
smployees of essential services should adopt measures llke strikes.

The govemnment declared {he stike illegal. As the government refused
to conceds the demands of the striking workers, amested many of their
teaders and deployed the tertorial army to protect rallway tracks. the
strike had to be calied off after twenty days without any sattlement

Conflict with Judiciary

This was ulso e period when e govermmment and the ruling party
hged ovany differcnces with the judiciary. Do you remember the
diseussion aboul Uie Jong drawn condiet between the Pariament and
thee judickery? You hive studied this last year. Three constiiutional
iEsues hod emerged. Can the Parlfament abridge Fundamental Righis?
The Supreme Court sald UL cannol. Secondly, can the Burlanent
curtutl the right (o propery by muking an amendmoem? Agamn, the
Courl said that Padismel cannot amend W Constilution in such
a ttanner Ut righis are curtadled. Thicdly, the Farlbanent amended
the Constiintion saving that (| G abridge Fundamemal Rights for
giving effvet in Dircetlve Principles. Bul the Supreme Courd mjected
this provision alse. This Jed (o g erists as Bras the relations between
thie governimend and the judiciany woere concerned. Yo may remember
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thibil Uhis orisis Falmdrad e in the Bumois Bessocgmmtdin Bhaorat] Casie 1
LHis case, e Courl goave o didision thal Hheme afe sathe ' basic [eafunts
ol [hi- Corstilul by s e Poarlomenl cannol pmeniid thesie [ébliirds,

Two develoginents Juriher addeéd Lo e Lepsion bebween dae
judiclary and the exdiéutive. ITmmédialely afller the Supreme Couarl's
decision ih' 1973 in the Beshiwvarionda Ohiarsll case, b vacancy arase
fior the posl ol Qi Chicl Justee ol Indie. 1L had Been a practlee Lo
pppoirit Dye serdor-iwisd judde ol the Suprimne Courl ws th Clibel
Jusilee, Bul In 1973, the govermmenl sel aside the sendorily ol
thiree juddes and appointed Jusiide A N Ray as the Chiel Justice
ol Indii. The appdditiicnl became politlcally contfoversial Because
all the three judges who were supdrscded hoad given rulings agodonst
the stond of the government. This, constiiutonal [dierprelbilons
ond politieal keologies wero getling mived  ap rapidly.  People
tlosis lo e Peonge WMipistier slorled lling of the necd Jlop o
judictary and  the burcaucracy ‘commiiiied’ lo the vision ol the
execulive gud e legislilore. The ¢l ol the confroblallon was
ol course the rullng of iheé High Court declaring Indiry Guandhl's
electUon (valid.

Declaration ff Energency

Om 12 June 1975, Justive Jagmaohian Lid Stinha of the Allahabad High
Court passed a jodement declaring Indiran Gandhl's clectlon (o the
Lok Sabha invalhd, This arder came on an election petition fAled by
Ree) Naruln, o soctalisl beader and 8 esmdidate who had contested
agalnsl ber in 1971 Thae petibons, challomged the elvctlon of Indira
Cransd ) et the ground that she had osed the semdees of govermment
servants in her election carmpalgn. The judgment ol the High Courd
meant that Jegally she was no e an MP and theeelore, conled not
rentain the Prine Minkster unless she wis ooty again vlectad gy an
ME within six months. On June 24, the Sypreme Court granted her a
purtial stay em the High Court order - tlEher appeal was declded, she
conhl remmain an MP bt could mol tahe pan in the proceedings of the
Lok Sabhua.

st be Hhke dimbctiiig -

Crisis and ﬁmst&.‘dhﬁ:}

Ltmllh!l:l:lur:mﬂ iy

Thie siage was now sel Tor &beg polibicsl vosfrontetion. The oppestion
politice] parties lod) by Jayaprickash Namavas  prossed (or ndire
Gandhit's resignalion amd organsod o massive demonstmmtion s
Bethis Ramliln frownds on 25 June 1975, Jovaprakash announecd
g rbenwisde sstyagratis for her resignalion and asked the ammy, the
pobive um] governimenl cmployees nol o obey “iHegel und immoral
orders’, This o lHreatened to bring the petivities of Whe govermmenl
to o standstill The pofitical mosd of 1he country had tumed agaiost
the Congress: more Lhan over bhelore,




ag Paiclacs i THalla siice Indaposidance

The réspaise ol the goviernment was o decliars a silole ol emergeincy.
On 25 Junie 1875, the governumenl decliarod (el there wos s Uhreisl
ol Htecnnl disturiances: and therelore, L Involked Artlcle 352 ol he
Cotfi=ilinton. Undir the provision ol Hhds arilele e governihen! condld
chitcliare o <tnle ol cmiordscncy o groutids ol exterial Uhreal o o Chresl
ol friteriinl disturbonecs The povernment decided thunl o grave crisis
hod orsen whichh mede Qe ‘proclamiabion ol o sldle ol emergegaey
necessiiey. Teclhingledlly spealiyge thls was willin e powers ol L
pvernmel. lir our CopsUiution provides lof siowe special powers Lo

e governmitl ofee b emergeney s declbped.

Onie ancmeigeney s proclimed. e lederal di=tribullor ol powers
ceinadle praclieadly suspetdied and al] e powers are conectilraled in
Ure Boruls of B uinjon government. Sedondly, e govertimenl also
gots e power o curkid]l 'or restgel Wl or any ol the Fundiinienial
Rlolils during 1w emergency. Froom e wording of the provisions
al the Cof=iilotoen, 0 S eledr Gl bn Enerderusy ds sovn a8 an

o —~3N" TH SUGH MASSIVE SUPPORY
2% Ry ~  YoU mu&a#’rwﬂl

e, |
T
i

!

P
#:h_"‘) e L

R

ll.ll_lj-l [ E N

P Weapies dal Rl L,

Erpm i M B Lovsaruiggn Ji

W

hu. |—:le|.
Iits cariiom appeares] U devs Velore Qo deslarathon of Ewmergenety dml capiores the senee of bmpeoding
prolicn] cripks The i bebdndd the olule 36 T K Bk, che Congress Prisdieni

LA



1
4l

s
il







The Crisss :f Deotiatic Ordsr 101

viiraotdinery conditbsn b which ool democrate pollties canol
[unclion. Therelore, specin] powers are grafiled Lo e gvertimien)

Oii the night of 23 Junié 1875, the Peme Mindsier recomimcndcd
the impdsiton of Emctginmey W Presjdent Fakhruddin All Ahamed. He
fasucd e proclumostlon mmédialely. Aller midishl, (he ¢leciselly
ta all the major nowspaper ollites wis disconnecied. In the carly
morning, o largd nuiiber ol leaders and workers ol (e oppasiton
partles wiere arresied. The Cobliel was Injormicd aboul (L et o spiecidl
riceling ul 6 Wt on 26 June, after all this had lalen plade.

Consequences

Tl hroughl the agitatlon (o an abrapl Slogs sirikes were hanned:
muny opposition leaders were pul in jall; the polllical situation became
very quicl though lense, Dechding (o wse (s spedial powers under
Emergeney provisions, the gevernmenl suspended the Treedom ol (e
Press. Newspupers wene nsked 1o gel prior approval for all malerisl
to be pohlizhed, This is known as press censorship. Approhending
il undd commuanal dishurmony, (he government banned Rushicivi
Swavimsevak Sungh (RSS) and Jumalt-c-Ishumd, Pra(esis und strilies
urd public nglintions were wlso disallowed. Mest poporiantly, under
the provisfons of Emergency, the varfous Fundaomeniol Righis ol
cillzens slood suspended. including the rishU ] cilbens (o moye e
Courll lur restoring (helr Fundamental Righls,

The goversimenl made extensive wse ol preventive deténtlon. Undier
Lhis provision. peaple die arvested ol dddhivned not beoivse They have
eomniliied any oflenee, bul on Lhe apprehicnsion thot they may commill
an ollence. Using preveritive delention acts, Lhe govermmenl muade
Large seale arresis during (he Emerdency. Arresicd pollldeal workeors
could not chiallesge thelr arrest throudh hitbeas corpus piediiions.
Many casis were [lled ndthe High Courts ngd the Suprithe Courl by
arid o behiall of arrested persons, bul the government cldmed Uit (L
wits 110l even necessary o inforni the arrested persons ol the reasons
arid proumls of thelr arresit, Severnl Fligh Courds gave judements thal
even wller the devlaration o Emergency the cotirts could erleriali o
wrll ol habeas ¢orpus (Hled by'a person chollenging his/her detention,
InApril 1876, Lhe consblulon bench of the Supreine Court over-ruled
the High Cotirts and adieeplod the governmont's: plea. 10 meant thatl
durlfye Emerdency e povdrmnmeiil colld lake away the ellizen’s riohl
tei Hife ond ety THES jodiftjerl eloscd the doofe ol Jdidlary for Lhié
cllbzeny and Is rofdorded ss ane ol ' mos] o] roviersiod Judamienils
al the Suprenic Courl,

Thire were many dels ol disserl and resistiance Lo the Emergonoey.
Many polllicid workes: whio were ol srressted  in the lest wave,
wenl ‘underground’ aid organised prolests agalnst the governoent.
Newspapers Uke (he fndion Express and e Statesmiog prolesici
agipinst consorship by leaving blank spades whore news ilems hod
bien cemsored. Movarines like (e Semingr and (e Moinsiriorm
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chose Lo’ dlose down fathier than subimit W censorship. Many
Journaiisis were meresied (e welling against ie Emergency. Many
underground newsletlers and lealels were publishied o wpass
censorship. Kannada welter Shivarars Koranih. awarded  with
Pudimia Bhusiimn, and Hindi weiler Fotishwamoth Renu iowvardid
with Padma Shri. retdrned their awards o protest ggatnst e
suspension Of demotracy. By and lerge. though. such open getsol
delimee and-rosiBlANOr were rire

The Parlioment also brought in many new changes © 1he

LH Constituyfore o the beckeroond of the roling of the Allshabad

talk ﬂ;ﬂtm” High Court in the Indira Gandhi case. giramomdoent was modo
few whm proltstd declaring that oleclions of Prime Minister, President. amd Viee-
AW abiie Tl pesttr Fresilent could nol be chatlenged in the Court. The fory<sceand
A e b cMeabic fierhment wes also passed doring the Emergency, Yoo havo
knteflecruals, sl already stodicd thot this amendment oonsisted of @ series of

"‘,’.“!,"W E“""’“" CHANGes in nany parts of the Constitanion. Amog the varioos
.:Jun:;:;ﬁ;:;’:;w:m changes mode by this amesdment. one was that the doration
- of the leg@mstalures i e conntry was exlended rom five 1o six
yoiars. This change wias ool only. foe Wie Emergeney, period, bal
was inlended 10 be of 3 permanent notore. Besides (his, doring
an Emengeney. elections can be posiponed by one vear, Thuos;
ellectively, after 1871 cleclions reeded 1o be held only i 1978;
instead of 1976

‘ ‘ Lessons of the Emergency
-, Mﬁl The Emeriency ol onee breodght oul Both the weaknesses and thie
B E AL OTricy, wenirned by sirenglis ol Tndia's democracy. Thoueh there are many obscervers
hﬂvﬁr’r T Ruih leis sem whothink that Indiaceased Lo be detnocrate during the Emcrgenicy,
¥ 5 u.t-fu'f. Il s noleworthy that normial democralie loncboning  mesumied
within o shorLspan of lEme. Thus. one lesson of Emergency s st
Adupheers Fauch, fpe and it s exiremelv diMcall Lo do awhy with degtocracy in Tidio.
Sitce
Secondly. 1L Droughl ol Sorme
mnbEulles regdiding T Emerdoticy
Iprowiskon if thue Comnsiu o thet Tuve
FU ST ) N
acdvesitariterd w1 Live Tistis bien mecilllod sinee. Now. Tinlermol w&m'
of tta. eson aler the Emcrgetwy can be proclaimed only Dy Do}
deciraling of Ernergmuys g e grounds of "oroied el llon’ ! -

I, J
’ i U Hecessary Ll the advide Lo Lot 1R Ligis o Ot o

thic Prestdent (o pro¢loim Emergeicy ERALAT Eemacsay

sl be givien i writing by Lhe
Uiion Calinwet.

Thirdly. 1l Emcrgency  milde A atrtisime it 55 The
ceeryone more awiee al e value Thises, Lontet,
of ‘civil lbserties. The Courts Loo. 1% Auapasd 1675 by

P JP Campaliin
i tekoen i nctise role aier the .

Emergency  in protecting the el
Ihesiles of e midividudals, This s
a responsc o Lthe Inability of the
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Judictary 0 protéed civll Hbertles ‘ellectvely durity® (he emergency,
Muny civil Iiberties organisstians cathe up alter this expirience,

However. (he oritled] vears ol ciierdendcy brought shany issuds
thill have nol been odeéguitely grappled with. We hoave roted in
ttiis chapler (hot there s o/ lension Between rouline anctlondng ol
b dicmioctulle government pnd the conlinuous political protocsis by
parties and groups. Whal is e dorseel bolande Belwedn (he o?
ShHould the cltbeens howe [ull freedom Lo erignge bn prolest activily or
should (hey have no such fght ol all? What are the liits lo such o
profesi?

Secondly, the aclual mplementation ol the Exergeney rale Look
place through the polive and the administration. Thise instilutions
could nol (onction ndependently. They were lumed Into political
instrumenls ol the ruling puny and secording w e Skah Corinlssion
Regiorl, thie adminisieation and the police became volncerable 1o
politieal pressures. This problemt did nol vanish afler e Emergency.

Politics aﬁer Emergency

The most valuable aml lasting k=son of e Emtiiency with fearnt
w4 soon as e Emergeney was over and he Lok Sabha
clertions were announced. The 1977 $lee tons tumed
fritn & referendum on the expedence of the Emergency, al,
st in north Indis where the impadl of e Em:rﬂ;mq.
was (el most strongly, The uppus.il]um faught the election
on the slogan of ‘save demotracy’, The peuplo’s verdiel
was decisively  against  the Emergeney. The  lesson
was clesr and has been fulterated in mapy stale fevel
elevtions therealler—gwernmenis that are pmuw:] o b
arst-demoeratie e severely punished by the voters. In this
semse thee experienee of 197577 ended up strengthening
the foumdations of demecrsey in India.

Lok Sabha Elections, 1977

I Jamunry 1977, after clghteen months of Emergency, the
government devided (o hold cleetions. Accordingly, all the
leaders and activists were released from fails. Elections wene
held in March 1877, This iclt the opposition with very littic
tme, but palitical developments toek place very mapidly. The
mojor apposition partics had plready boen coming closer
in the pre-Emumgency period,. Now they came together on
the eve of the elections and formed o new parly. known as
the danats Parly. The now party accephed the Jeadership of
Jduvaprakash Namyan, Some leaders ol the Congress who
were opposctd to the Emengenicy also joined: this new porty.
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MUsT BE CRREFUL WITH HIM— HE WON'T SrAND

N\ PNY NONSENSE ANY MORE /

Sotie dilwer Congeess leaders blsin eame ool ard losed o sepicole parly
under e ldadership ol Jagiivin Ram. This party named as Congiress
lior Dhemmusctacy, Toter muerged wllly the Jamsts Party.

The Jhimala Pafly made Uhis elecUion oo a relercndudy on thie
Etnergency. [lecanipalin was locused on L non-democtatic chorioler
al U rule woed on e varloons exdosses thal ook pllece dusii s
perdod. In (he HhifKdrop of arresis of houssids ol persaons and the
tensorsiipiel the Press, the publle opindon was degdist (e Conriess,
Jdavaprikash Normvan became the populsr senibol ol restordiion o]
detrigeriiey. The formbtion of Uhe Jiile Party wlso ensieed ol nione-
Congress voles would ol be dividied. I was evident Hwol he dolin wias
Lol '[or the Congross.

Yol e Bl resulls ook everyand by stirprise. For (he st line
sinee Independerice. (he Congress parly was deféaled in the Lok Sabha
vlectops. The Congrioss could win only 154 deats o e Lok Sabil.
lis shwite ol popiilar voles [ell o Tess thiag 35 pef cenl,. The Jiyils
Party avid ils allliss wort 330 aul o] Qe 542 seals i il Lok Salilae
Jdunally Parly liscll worne 295 scots and thus enjoved o olear misjagity.
Irs muort b Dodddia . I0 wearss O mmos&ive clectoial wave agadisd e Congress,
The Conuress ikl 1o every consiibuchcey in Bihare, Diler Pradesh, DL
Harvins snd the Paojaby wgthd could sl orty ore seat cacly i Ralbsitn
andd Modbiva Pradest Tndiei Ganedhd was deleiled [rom Riae Barell, o=
was e son Saeljay Gaidbd fom Aniethi
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Bul (F vou lotk ul e gy showing the result of this eléetion, veu
will nolive st Congiress did not Jose eleetions Wl gver the country,
It relnined mony seuts o Mahamshife, Gujurl and Orissn gmd
virtually swopl through the southern Stules. THere are muny relsons
for this. To begin with, the mmpact of Emergency was nob fell equully
iy adl we States; The oreed relocallon end displiwemenis, the foreed
sterilisalions. werne mestly ¢onvenltaled in the northern Stules
Hul more mportantly, north Indin hod experienced some longd ter
chunges in the nuture of political competition, The middle casies from
north lndie were hdéginning lo move avway frons (the Congress and the
Junoly party became o plutfonn e many of (ese secllons (e comge
logether. In this sense. (he electons ol 1977 were ool merely uboul
i Emcrgemny,

Janata Government

TheJanata Parly govertument Uil came (o power aller the 1977 elections
wits far from cohesive, Aller the clecton, there was stll copedition
among Lhiree leaders lor e post of Prime Mindstor — Morani Desal. who
wits Lhe rivad o Indirs Gandhi evor slnee T966-67; Charan Singh, leader
ol the Bharatlyn Lok Dal und o Gruers leader framn UPS and Jugjbvin
Ratn, who lisd vast experimee as & Senlor minister in the Congress
sovernmienits. Eventually Morari Besal became the Prime Mindsier bul
thast cHed vt bring the power struggle within the party Lo an cod
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Onth laktog Uy the firsl noncnngress governimend al the vendee in 1877 0o the ploture are
P yugerabiinhy Nuravu, oL, 10, Kejpland, Stosat] Desdl mind Aval Behaed Vipuves
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datithile drvenditl by —  Uongress Jost very badle and
IO by by guortly — lBbose stales whete Congress and S gillies neicly
el the werafy voio] s swipl (he palls

Alerenis?

Whicty ure e erspsbiiaesicios fnenoetl Tnadia Uil L
Cungress munapod o win'®
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The opposition (b Emergency could keep the Janala Party logether
anly for o whille, [ eritles [elt (hal the Janate Party  lackid dirdition,
leadership, and o common programmme. The Janils Party government
cauld nol bring ebout o fundamenial dhange o policles {rom those
pursued by the Corgress, The Jaruta Pacly splil and (he govermmenl
which wa= led by Morart Desal lost s igjosly in Jess (han 28
monihis, Avdther governmeni hedded by Charan Singh was loried on
the assuratee ol the support of the Congress party.  Bul the Congress
party luler dechded Lo withdraw s suppdrl with the rosull (hal the
Choron Singh goverament could remiadty o power lof Just aboiit 4
months. Fresh Lok Sabha clections were held in January 1980 in
which e Jasain Party sullered o comprehensive deleal. especially
Iy porily Tndis whire I had swopl e polls i 1977 Coangress
purty led by Indira Candhi nearly repedted [sogreat victory o 1971
It won 353 sipts and camé back {o power. The exporicnce of
1977789 taught  another  lession In dethberatle paolliies:
govermunients thal are seen o be unstabile and guarrel<ome are
severvly punishied by 1He volers. L

Bul was 1L only 0 ease of relben ol lndim Gandid? Belween
e electiods of 1977 and 1980 the parly sysicn had chungeed
dfunulieally,  Stwe 1969, the Coniress party had slarting
shtding lls charueter asan nbrelleparty which secommodiled
lenders und workers of different tdvnlogheal dispénsalions und
view polts, The Omidress party now identilied {sell wilh o
part lbulur ideolugy, elstming to be the anly soCialist and pro-poar
party, Thus with the early nineléen seventles, the Congreds's
.;.H'rllllt," stvress e prndu*:.‘l_ o plimmcling prople on the basis
al shirp :mzlul unel rleologien] divisions und the uppeal ol one
leader, hllﬂﬁl Gundhl, Wilh the clisnge By the puture of Lhe
Cangress parly, other apposition puriles relled more wnd more
an what is koown o fmlian poliths as ‘nm-Congressism’, They
s realised e teed (o aveid o division ol non-Congress voles
o the electlon. This laclor plaved womujor role in the electlons
ol 1977,

In an indiroel moanner (e lssue of Welliaro of the tackward
castes also began (o dominute polllics sinee 1877, As we saw
abidve, the resalis of 1977 elections were al least porily doe o
it shill o the backward castes of north Indin. Following Lhe
Lok Subhu clections, miany stales dlso held Assembly electlons
In 1977, Again. (he northern Stales clectéd . non-Congress
govermnents in which the leaders of the bisekward castes pliyedd
i dmportant role: The kssue of reservialions for 'other huckwared
clusses™ breame very conlvoversinl in Bihar and following this,
U Mandal Commission was dppointed by the Janile Parly
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This ciartoon appoaoed afier (he efestiio repdis ol 1380

povermaticnl at the cevlre. You will read more about Lhis ol aldt
the role of the palides of Backwird castes, in the last chapter. The
clectons diter the Emergency sl ofl the process ol this chiange Inthe
piardy system.

The Emergency und the period around 0 eon be deseribed as
n period of consttutional orisis Decaise 10 lind ds erigins in the
vorstiiutions] Battle over the Jurisdle o of the Tislioment aod e
judiciary. On e other hugad. 1Ewas ulso a period ol politlea] crisis. The
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Sigdharin, Vikram and Seels
dare fnfes spwrded and soadially
engaged Sudents Gradueiing
from  Deimi they follew diffesent
patns- Wiile Siddnann 5.8 strang
supporter of e revalutionany
idesiogy of sodkal ranstormation
Vikiam s in favodr of achiaving
success in life. whalevar tha cosl
Tha fiim namat=s he story of Meir
[ourneys fowards thee gosls and
the undeflving disapoaintmants

Thefimissetinthe backdroooithe
seventies. The young characiars
gre products of the expeciations
gl lHesiem of e paiod
Siddrtarh i= nol successiul in hiz
ambiton tostage.a revohition, oot
=30 Invoned Ihthe plight of the
pons hal-he Boins valuing el
uplii, more tkan mevolubon On
the other hand, Viktam becomes
g tymcal poltcal fieer bur B
constanlly Il a1 ease

Year 2005

Girector. Sudhir Miznra
Screenplay Sudhic Mishrs
Ruchi Narain

Srivikumar Subfamaniam
Cast Kay Kay Menon Shinsy
&higs; Chittangada Sinan
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purty in powet hod shsolutle majopily smd
viel, U= JEudershilp decldéd o syispond
Lhe dethocraile process, The makers
of Indin's Constilution trosicd (hatl aldl
polllicial partles would basically abide by
Lhe demioctalle normg, Eveny dusing the
Emdrgency, whot (he governmenl wiould
use exlfaordiriory powers, s wse wiolild
be within the norins ol tie role ol L,
This expreelution led o the wide and opicn
cndied powets given o e povesmomenl
In Unies ol Emerdency. Thisse were
obused dacdbg the Emergcaey, This
polllicis] crisis was morfe Scoivus hbn
[he consttutional ¢risis,

Anvther crllieral sside thal coerged
during his' périod was e role and exdenl
of miks prolests 0 o pariomentaey
democricy, There wis elearly o legision
Belwiees: sy llon-Tease] demde ey
and denpdracy bosed ofl sponlandoiis
populor puriieipalion. This Lemsion fdiay
b dilcbubed (o the ldablllly ol the party
swslifin o (eorporale the aspirations ol
Lhe peoples Iny e nexl chogler we sliall
sloidy simie ol e meillesinlions ol s
lensiogl, n porticular, debotes ofoued
redlinginl idendliy.
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1. State whather the following sistemants regardinig the Emergency are
correct or Incorrect '
{a) twass declared in 1975 by Indita Gandhll
(b} Iied o e suspension of all lundamenial fights.
(e} Itwas procizimed due 1o the delehorating economic cotidifions.
(d) Many Opposition leaders were arrested duting the ematgency.
fa) CPIsuppotted the prociamation of the Emergency. :

2 Find the odd ope out in the context of proclamation of Em&rﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘g'
ia} The call for Total Ravolufion
{b) The Railway Sinke of 1374/
(e} The Naxalite Movemsnt
{dl The Allshbad High Court vardict
() The findirigs of the Shish Commission Raport

3 Match the fallowing

fa) Total Revolution i Indira-Gandhi

{b) Garibi hatas (il Jayaprakash Narayan
(c) Studanis' Protast i Bihar Movemant

(d} Raftway Strike ‘iv. :George Famandes:

4  What ware the reasons which led to the mid-term elechons in 18807

5 The Shah Gommission was appointad in 1877 by the Janata Party
Government Why was t-appointed and what were is findings?

6 What r=asons did the Govemment give for dedaring 2 National
Emeargancy in 19757

T. The 1577 efections for the first time saw the Opposition coming info
pawer at the Centre What would you consider as the reasans for this
development?

8 Discuss the =ffacts of Emergeney on the fﬂ#u'mng aspacts of our polity
» Eiectsoncil libadies forcifizans

Impacton retitioriship between the Execilive and Judiciary

»  Functioning of Mass Media: Yoo
»  Working of the Folice and Bursaucracy.

8  in what way did the imposition of Emergency affect the party system In
indta? Elaborate your answarwith 2xamples

SASTIAIXT

10. Read the passage and answer tha questions below
indlan darrocraty Was never 5o close 0 5 Wwo-peRy syslem S5 il Was
during the 18977 siechions: However, the next few years saw z complete
chasige Soon afier lts defeal the Indian Nabona! Congress split info

WO fgroups.. ... ... ... .. The Janals Pardy also weni througgh major
conyulsions. David Subler, Ashok Lahin and Pzannoy Koy, — Past,
CraTrzsies

(3) w:-m#d.a-ﬁimm system I Indlalook like 3 two-pary systsm in

.....

mﬁhm dmmhm mm Eﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁﬂ o2 mwrrsymm?
[c) What caused splifs in Congress and the Janata porties?



